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g PART IV
The Pat.tern of Agrieulture _
Farms: l\hnnbar and Sise -

The number of farms has been decreasing in Asotin County while the average
size has been increasing slightly since 1920, Farms numbered L53 in 1954 come
pared with 615 in 1945 and 578 in 1920, Although the total land in farms has

been deelini ng g"“b’h’f'lw in recent years, +h¢ smaller mimbar of farms has saused
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the average size to increase from th acres in 1920 to 630 acres in 195L, This
is well above the state average of 270 acres per farm and Asotin ranks twelfti
among Washington counties in the average size of farm, The 195L Census showe:l

98 farms in the eounty with 1,000 acres or more per farm and these units cone-
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tained over 87 percent of the “total land in farms,

Total area in farms increased from 2£8,6L9 acres in 1900 to a peak of
35'2 279 acres in 1945, Since World War IT the total acreage in farms has been

declimng. The increased average size of farm in Asotin county is caused in
part by the purchasing or leasing of smaller farms and consolidating them with
larger units, Successful livestock and grain farmers have added more land in
order to increase their total returns. Somé state public lands and railroad
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Number and Size of Farms
Asotin County, 1954,

260 %o 499 [ - Based on U.S. Census, Agrioulture, 1954,
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lands have been leased for crops or grazing,

Table 9.~ Farms, Number and Average Size, Land in Farms
Asotin County, 1900-195L .
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Total County Average size %ef*ent df
Cgime | Tt P | ares s famma | 2550 A0 dolnty ares
| (acres) (acves) |. 3B forms
-1500° 533 128,609 2.k |, 32l
- AGT0 ¢ 555 189f987_ 3h2.3 : .h?bB
1920 °f* 578 259,233 L85 646
1925 53 230,593 54318 - 5740
1930 622 2795253 Lh9.0 69,6
1940 - 5h2 329,367 6077 82,1
1905 615 352,279 57128, * | 67,8
- 1550 469 330,216 T0La1. . 6243
<195k 453 292,813 | 6297 .. | 1350
Source:  U,.S. Census, -Agricultu:;{ ' SR
Aéodln Jounty is _ﬁ.area of both 1211 :

amount of poultry are produced on
are produced on large farms,

the farms averaged 500 acres or more, Tree fruits, nuts;‘grapes and a limited
smaller farms whereas grain and livestock

Table 10~ Large Farmé: Number and General Laﬁd Use
’ Asotin County, 195L |

Tand Utiliz : ~ Forms ;Fafﬁs =
Y arge o 1,000 %o |5,000 acres
4,999 acres | and over
Number of farmgemm-memeo-mmmane — 88 farms| © 10 farms
land in farmge------u-~ -- | 190,365 acres|65,229 acres

Cropland harvested -

Cropland used only for pasture-~-
Cropland not harvested and not
pastured (idle, fallow land)w-
Woodland pasturede~-cacewem—n
Woodland not pastured—---—-—--

Other pasture (not cropland and

not woodland)evc—meccccemman

33,323 acres
1,622 acres

25,718 acres
21,056 acres
1,253 acres

104,670 acres

4685 acres

Ll acres -

3,600 acres
13,629 acres

Types of Tarms

Miscellaneous and ﬁnclassified farms are theAmoéiﬁcqmmon type, making up
h8“percewb of all farms in Asotin County, Field-crop farms growing wheat,
barlgy and oats made up 22 percent and are the most pommbn type of special

h3,§h3 acres

" Source: U, S.-Census,'Agrichlturé
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farmsof'Fruiﬁ.farmé:(?i)'and,livestockffarﬁé-bthef than dairy and poultry (45)
were the next most. importamt type of farms, ' '

Table 11,- Typas of Farms, Asotin County, 195& .
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Tona ~f B ) Mamber of “Percant of
Type of Farms Farms all farms in
the county
To'bal farms in county:;...‘e...;....;......u. LI-SB
Field“crop farmagv‘-.gggg-aggg;aaaogeggageeeee 98
Cash*grainoyéyoi;euncaoaooa’naoo;-oaonoo 98 2107
Other field'-crop..“.a,.......--.o..o”. 0
Vege‘bable farmsoo-o..n..e...o.u.o.-..n.... 0
Fruit-and-nﬂt farms.gqaocggglogooogggggngpge 71 ~5¢7
Dairy farmSo-.-.o.o.”.no......o........... 10 202
POllltry famsucooeocoeoo.oonaocatooo-ccaoo-o - 5 . 1.1
Livestock farms other than dairy and poultry 45 949
CGeneral farmSao-ooaoosoloaoooooe.ootlo-ooo-g ',?
Primarily CI'OPoosvssecssevpresassvsssocasn 0
Primarily livestock.,.”ouou-..,....... 0
Crop and liVeStock..eoan....o-......... 7 1.5
Miscellaneous and unclassified £farmScseeccne 217 L7.9

Source: U. S, Census, Agriculture
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Farnm Values

Farm land and farm buildings have greatly increased in value since the
low period in 1940, The value per acre in 195 was over three times greater
than the 1940 figure while per farm values also were three times greater than
the 1940 average, An average farm was valued at about $28,3L0 in 195k com-
pared with a value of about $8,635.in 1940, Value has been added by the
general rise in land prices, farm improvements and additions of farm land,
machinery and building in the last 15 years,

Table 12,- Value of Farm Properby
Asotin County, 1920-195L

Total Value '.’COdhfﬁ'Average Values

Year | A1l Farm Property{ Per Farm | Per Acre

in County {dollars) | (dollars)
1920 $11,952,585 | 17,500 $39
40| - L,679,k65 | 8,630 1y
1950 11,439,848 211,390 38
1954 13,035,348 28,340 L5

- Source: U, S, Census, Agriculture

Farm Tenure

A large majority of the farm operators (330 out of L453) own and fully
operate their farms, Many farms have remained in ownership of the pioneer
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- families who established them and even today about 71 pe*cent of Asotinnfarms

are fully owned and owner-operated, Part~cwnership of férms has gained.in
recent years, In part-cwnership farmers own gome of their farmland and rent
or lease land in addition, Some of this is the result of the desire of elderly
people to maintain ownership of land they do not wish to|operate,  Farm tenu‘eg
where ‘a -party rents and occupies an entire farm from an absentee owner, is not
cammon in Asotin County, Only a small minority do not reside on the farms they
a;g@opardting, In 1954 omly 1k families lived elsewhere than on the farm they .
ated, = - o _ " '

Farms by Tenure of Operator, Asotin County
gpype :s! (Based on' US, Census, 1954)
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Figure 9 ,~ Farms by Temure of Operator, Asotin County, 1954
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Flvure 10,- Utilization of Farmland in Asotin County, 195h
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Farmland Utilization

L over 55 percent of the land in farms was in range land and another

14 percent was in woodland pasture, Harvested cropland growing grain, hay and
frult accounted for only 16 percent of farmland, Mounteinous and hilly topoge
raphy compels most farms to use the major part of their holdings for range

pastures and woodland, Nature of terrain limits the amount of land capable of

being used for harvested crops amplaying modern machinery.
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Farm Pacilities

In 195k Asotin County farm homes and farm operations were much better
equipped with household conveniences and labor-saving devices than in earlier

Census periods, Rural electrification is now well advanced with over 9k perw

cent of 211 farms being serviced with electrical power, ;u;epuenaa are now

used by over 78 percent of all farms, Farmers have increased investments in
labor-saving machinery and in motor trucks. About 76 percent of all farms has

AL

tractors and trucks and over 78 percent had eutomobiles in 1951;° This agria
cultural region is above the natiomal and state averages e of household

and farming equipment,

n
npe
Js
3
!
3
™3
3
*
1

o Percent of All
Facility or Mimber of
Equipment Ttem Farms Using Farms in County

= N Equipped

Teleph0ﬁ§o.ooepuo.eoﬁ--s-elooo .36h . 7803 .

ElectricitYocoeooaotoooaieoq-o h38 9h02 t
Tﬁ’“ViSion seta.ouaueooooooo-o 63 . 1305
Piped runnlng Water,socccasees 'h38~ .9h02
Home freezerooe;oc;enoteoooooo """" 199 ’ 'hz;a.
Electric pig brooderesccecssse | """ 10 262
Power fnbﬂ grinder...eoo..eo.. """ 52 '1102
Mllklng machineeqoooaoooqo.... v 28 o 6.0
Grain combineso.oooocoo.ouaaao“l 'llgsfl ‘.1 2206
Corn piCkerSQQa.oooaoooouooOoo 1 k 02
Pic}g-un balersﬁéﬁiiaovocnoooeo- 23 ' 6.9
.Field forage harvesters,oesceo. .2 -~ ol
Artificial ponds, reservoirs CL e
and earth tanksoooaouo-o:o» - ‘62' --1343
Mortm@kgsceaaaaaaeaaaaaaeai-— 3':6 '?696
TractOrSQopcaoao-oeaaaeeeococo 353 .$7569
_AU$0m0bile§ovconeuouoooooomoon.‘. 365 'Zacs

Source:

Farm Residence and Operation

......

Part-time farming is common in Asotin Gounty, About 45 percent of the
farm operators earn wagee in work off their farms, In 1954 there were 239
farmers out of a total of L53 reporting full time or seasonal employmernt off
their farms, There were 208 farmers who earned more from outside work than
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they did from sales of products off their farms. Logglng and lunbering in the
Blue Mountain reglon and in the Lewiston, Idaho district is a leadlng source

Al venmae
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”'j xfIrriggAion and Facllities S
. J}ffi . Ascﬁi} Co“fty ??ﬁ nly 2,035 2eres of Lland under 1nr1gation in 19bu.
““Irrigation is primarily. private systems of pumps and sprinklers used by 313

farms, In recent years more farms have acquired irrigation facilities for
increasing yields of pastures and field _Crops, About 1,300 -acres. of crops

were irrigated in l95h with ?JD acres of pasture 1rr1gateu w1tn sprinklers,

T rane tha Asotin's County Rank Compaved With. . . . .
L ‘Obhex- Washlngton Counties ... = . EE

R N Item Compared o Rank' “Quantity | |Year
_ ,General RSP P . : 4 - v
Land area.qoocboovoo.ooo-annoonluo 35 u013280 acres .195,4
Number of £armSeesssssssssessesses | 30 - L53 farms - |'I95L "
Land in farms=--percentsessececesase | 73,0 percent | 1954
Avel’age. Size of farmS“..-....u.. § 12 o 630 acres 19511
Cropland harvestedessses'esvneiveas | 21 47,586 acres 1954
Rural farm populationsceesveseeess | 36, 1. . 1,175 persons | 1950
TO'bcLl Count'y populatlon.... tesnene ‘ 30 - lQ,OOOw perSOﬂS 1955
Cash iarm income’ :
Vaaue of all farm products sold... | 27 | 2,965, 889 dollars | 1954
- Value of livestock §01d.:iiveess | 28 ”93,5’3 dollars.| 1954
Value of - crops soldo..,........ 23 ) 2,156,105 dolla 1954
Livestock on farme SR DA S -
A1l catile and o calves.oao......... PAY 1h,0ﬂ01jh1, N =195h
Milk COWSg.o'oonolononottciﬂc-uoni '33‘ * 7&5 Hé:%d l, 1961‘
Hogsﬂoccnnocn¢lo-oo.lo¢o,oooa-cooo .2!{.‘ .:1,,400 hehd 1951[
chICKenSQOOOOOOoooao'-acooqooaonll ‘33 y 15 758 bii'ds 49514
Horses and muileSecsecseesssraseasss |23 7 "615 head. 1954
Sheep and’ 181711)5.0000:-.'00000-0100 "-2-0' ”“}1 733 _hea.d ,19511
Dairy and poultry products seld - | - I R
Value of dairy products. 50ld.ceoss 31 "ﬂﬂolsgidﬁilarsf 195L
Whole milk 501desessosnsecscveases | 32 1,053 000|p¢unds 4195k
Value of poultry products sold.qee | .33 59,068 dollars |:195k
Chickens §01doscesssraosssononsace | 34 6,12:|birds~ 1954
Eggs 801dsssissssecsssasinsrseonss |  3i ,.\;9a350946azen»)};19sh
Important créps harvested b U B SRR L3
Wheatoa...............,.a;......., 3300, 31,500 laeres - 1.195h
Ba'nleylﬂi'a l‘.tlvotl’l'i -‘hatooan-olco ;'13 9‘9}400 lacreB ’ 19’5,-,.
Qats-ucao.catllaoototoollut‘f\llioc ""223{ . 1’2}‘1 acraﬁ 195""‘
PIUIES . eesveeensrarannsensnrossnse | 12 6Lk acres | 1954,
Sources: U, S, Census, Aggidditure, 195k,
L e Ly diete oy UeSgiCensus; Population,: J.QSQI, SRR _
e KR T P Washington State‘Censuszoard' ?t::*i~2* R
LAKAS BRI e fooie :

e P Estimate 19556




